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Natural Disasters and Labour Law 

 

Violent weather and natural disasters, which are occurring more and more frequently in Poland, not 
only cause measurable losses; they also disrupt the functioning of many businesses. The recent 
flooding in Poland has caused certain problems for a number of employers, such as how to handle 
unusual situations in light of Polish labour law. The main issues include: 

• Interruptions in the functioning of the business or the need to temporarily suspend activity due 
to external factors.  (For example, the risk of flooding, destruction of parts of businesses due 
to natural disasters, interruption in electricity, closing local roads due to certain threats);  

• Reconciliation of employee working-time due to absences in order to carry out rescue 
operations or in order to protect the business from a natural disaster;  

• A significant number of employees being absent from work due to a natural disaster and 
employees not being able to notify the employer about the absence;  

• The treatment of a longer absences from work by an employee due to his/her home and 
belongings being threatened by a natural disaster;  

• Parents’ justified absences from work due to closure of schools located in areas at risk of 
being flooded.  

 
 
Contact  
 

If you need support in the interpretation of Polish labour law in the contact of unusual situations arising 
due to natural disasters, please contact: 
 
 
 
Agnieszka Janowska 
Director of Labour Law Department 
Tel.: +48 22 653 3862 
Email: ajanowska@tgc.eu 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Warsaw 
ul. Królewska 27 
00-060 Warszawa, Poland 
Tel.: +48 (0) 22 653 3644 
Fax: +48 (0) 22 827 6915 
 

Wrocław 
ul. Sw. Antoniego 15 
50-073 Wrocław , Poland 
Tel.: +48 (0) 71 344 3495 
Fax.: +48 (0) 71 344 4591 
 

Łódź 
ul. Niciarniana 2/6 
92-208 Łódź, Poland 
Tel.: +48 (0) 42 671 8560 
Fax.: +48 (0) 42 671 8561 
 

Kraków 
ul. Prądnicka 4 
30-002 Kraków, Poland 
Tel: +48 (12) 633 5625 
Fax: +48 (12) 633 9734 
 

Bratislava 
Grösslingova 45 
915 01 Bratislava, Slovakia 
Tel.: + 421 2 52 444 010 
Fax.: +421 2 54 645 032 

Prague 
Hybernská 32/1271 
110 00 Prague, Czech Republic 
Tel.: +420 221 111 611 
Fax.: +420 221 111 612 
 

Brno 
Česká 17 
602 00 Brno, Czech Republic 
Tel.: +420 542 425 821 
Fax.: +420 542 425 822 
 

 

 


